REMARKS 

Claims 1-9, 21-22, and 24-25 are currently pending. Claims 1, 7, 21, 24, and 25 have 
been amended. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-6, 21-22, 24, and 25 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sconzo (U.S. Patent No. 3,107,113). 

Amended claim 1 defines a door handle assembly that is attachable to a door that 
defines an attachment surface. The door handle assembly includes a first cover coupled to the 
attachment surface and a second cover separate from the first cover and coupled to the 
attachment surface. A handle interconnects the first cover and the second cover and includes 
a first attachment portion and a second attachment portion spaced apart a distance to couple 
the handle to the door. An actuator is coupled to the door and a latch bolt is coupled to the 
actuator and is movable along a latch bolt axis between an extended position and a retracted 
position. An attachment member at least partially defines the second attachment portion and 
defines an attachment axis that is substantially parallel to the attachment surface. The 
attachment member is movable along the attachment axis relative to the handle to move the 
second attachment point between a first position and a second position to vary the distance 
between the first attachment portion and the second attachment portion. 

Sconzo does not teach or suggest a door handle that includes, among other things, a 
first cover coupled to the attachment surface, a second cover separate from the first cover and 
coupled to the attachment surface, and a handle that interconnects the first cover and the 
second cover. Rather, Sconzo discloses a handle assembly that includes a door knob 1 1 on 
one end of a square shaft 13, and a handle 12 on the opposite end. Escutcheon assemblies 14, 
15 attach to the door and to one another using two fast nuts 27 and through bolts 35. The fast 



nuts 27 are movable vertically to aid in the assembly of the door handle. Sconzo teaches the 
use of a single escutcheon assembly on either side of the door. As such, the two escutcheon 
assemblies of Sconzo are not interconnected by a handle. Rather, they are interconnected by 
the fast nuts 27 and through bolts 35, and the square shaft 13. In fact, the handle as defined by 
the Examiner (including the door knob 1 1, the door handle 12, and the two escutcheon 
assemblies 14, 15) does not interconnect any components that would be characterized as 
covers, and that are not part of the handle as the handle has been defined by the Examiner. 

In light of the foregoing, Sconzo does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of 
claim 1. As such, claim 1 is allowable. In addition, claims 2-6 depend from claim 1 and are 
also allowable. 

Amended claim 7 defines a door handle assembly that is attachable to a first side of a 
door. The door handle assembly includes a first cover directly connected to the first side of 
the door, a second cover separate from the first cover and directly connected to the first side of 
the door, and a handle coupled to the first cover and the second cover. An actuator is coupled 
to the door, and a latch bolt is coupled to the actuator and is movable along a latch bolt axis 
between an extended position and a retracted position. An attachment member defines an 
attachment axis. The attachment member is movable relative to the handle between a first 
position and a second position. The handle includes a base that defines a slot, and the 
attachment member includes a T-shaped slider slidably engageable with the slot. 

Sconzo does not teach or suggest, among other things, a door handle assembly that 
includes a first cover directly connected to the first side of the door, a second cover separate 
from the first cover and directly connected to the first side of the door, and a handle coupled 
to the first cover and the second cover. Rather, Sconzo discloses a door handle assembly that 



includes a door knob 1 1 and a door handle 12 interconnected by a square shaft 13. Two 
escutcheon assemblies 14 and 15 are coupled to one another and disposed on opposite sides of 
the door. Thus, neither side of the door includes a first cover and a second cover separate 
from the first cover, with the handle coupled to both covers, hi fact, the handle as defined by 
the Examiner (including the door knob 1 1 , the door handle 1 2, and the two escutcheon 
assemblies 14, 15) is not coupled to any components that would be characterized as covers, 
and that are not part of the handle as the handle has been defined by the Examiner. 

In light of the foregoing, Sconzo does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of 
claim 7. As such, claim 7 is allowable. In addition, claims 8-9 depend from claim 7 and are 
also allowable. 

Amended claim 21 defines a door handle assembly that is attachable to a door that 
defines an attachment surface. The door handle assembly includes a handle having a first end 
defining a first attachment portion and a second end defining a second attachment portion 
spaced a distance from the first attachment portion. The first attachment portion and the 
second attachment portion are coupled to the door to fix the position and orientation of the 
handle with respect to the door. A base is fixedly attached to the second end. The base 
defines a slot. An attachment member is coupled to the second end to at least partially define 
the second attachment portion and has an orientation that is substantially fixed with respect to 
the second end. The attachment member is movable within a plane that is substantially 
parallel to the attachment surface to vary the distance between the first attachment portion and 
the second attachment portion. The slot defines an adjustment axis that extends along a line 
between the first end and the second end. 
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Sconzo does not teach or suggest, among other things, a door handle having a first 
attachment portion and a second attachment portion that are coupled to a door to fix the 
position and orientation of the handle with respect to the door. Rather, Sconzo discloses a 
door latch assembly that includes a door knob 1 1 and a door handle 12 interconnected by a 
square shaft 13. Two escutcheon assemblies 14 and 15 are coupled to one another and 
disposed on opposite sides of the door. The Examiner identifies the handle as including the 
door knob 1 1, the door handle 12, and the two escutcheon assemblies 14, 15. While the fast 
nuts 27 and through bolts 35 do attach the door handle (as identified by the Examiner) to the 
door, they do not fix the position and the orientation of the handle, as both the door knob 1 1 
and the door handle 12 remain free to rotate. If they were not free to rotate, the door latch 
assembly of Sconzo would not function. 

hi light of the foregoing, Sconzo does not teach or suggest each and every limitation 
of claim 21. As such, claim 21 is allowable. In addition, claim 22 depends from claim 21 and 
is also allowable. 

Amended claim 24 defines a door handle assembly that is attachable to a door that 
defines an attachment surface. The door handle assembly includes a one-piece handle having 
a first end defining a first attachment portion and a second end defining a second attachment 
portion spaced a distance from the first attachment portion to couple the handle to the door. A 
base is fixedly attached to the second end. The base defines a slot. An attachment member is 
coupled to the second end to at least partially define the second attachment portion and has an 
orientation that is substantially fixed with respect to the second end. The attachment member 
is movable within a plane that is substantially parallel to the attachment surface to vary the 
distance between the first attachment portion and the second attachment portion. The 



attachment member includes a slider engaged with the slot and movable within the slot 
between a first position and a second position. 

Sconzo does not teach or suggest, among other things, a one-piece handle having a 
first end defining a first attachment portion and a second end defining a second attachment 
portion spaced a distance from the first attachment portion to couple the handle to the door. 
Rather, Sconzo discloses a door latch assembly that includes a door knob 1 1 and a door 
handle 12 interconnected by a square shaft 13. Two escutcheon assemblies 14 and 15 are 
coupled to one another and disposed on opposite sides of the door. In order to apply Sconzo 
to claim 21, the Examiner identifies the handle as including the door knob 1 1 , the door handle 
12, and the two escutcheon assemblies 14, 15. Clearly, these four separate and distinct 
components are not made from one piece, nor could they be as the door knob 1 1 and door 
handle 12 must move with respect to the escutcheon assemblies 14, 15. 

In light of the foregoing, Sconzo does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of 
claim 24. As such, claim 24 is allowable. 

Amended claim 25 discloses a door handle assembly that is attachable to a door that 
defines an attachment surface. The door handle assembly includes a one-piece handle having 
a first end and a second end. The handle is coupled to the door. A base is fixedly attached to 
the second end. The base defines a slot. An attachment member is coupled to the second end 
and has an orientation that is substantially fixed with respect to the second end. The 
attachment member is movable within a plane that is substantially parallel to the attachment 
surface. The attachment member includes a slider engaged with the slot and movable within 
the slot between a first position and a second position. The attachment member is 
substantially T-shaped. 
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As discussed with regard to claim 24, Sconzo does not teach or suggest a door latch 
assembly that includes, among other things, a one-piece handle having a first end and a 
second end. Rather, Sconzo discloses a handle that includes a door knob 1 1, a door handle 12, 
and two escutcheon assemblies 14, 15, as the handle has been defined by the Examiner. 
These four separate and distinct components cannot be considered a one-piece handle as 
recited in claim 25. Furthermore, these four separate components could not be formed as a 
single piece component as the door knob 1 1 and the door latch 12 must move with respect to 
one another and with respect to the escutcheon assemblies 14, 15. 

In light of the foregoing, Sconzo does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of 
claim 25. As such, claim 25 is allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In light of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-9, 21-22, and 
24-25 are allowable. 

The undersigned is available for telephone consultation during normal business hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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